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Oct. 19 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in 
Colombia
October 19, 2004 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice, stating that the emergency declared 
with respect to significant narcotics traf-
fickers centered in Colombia is to continue 
in effect beyond October 21, 2004, to the 
Federal Register for publication. The most 
recent notice continuing this emergency 
was published in the Federal Register on
October 20, 2003 (68 Fed. Reg. 60023).

The circumstances that led to the dec-
laration on October 21, 1995, of a national 
emergency have not been resolved. The ac-
tions of significant narcotics traffickers cen-
tered in Colombia continue to pose an un-

usual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security, foreign policy, and economy 
of the United States and to cause extreme 
violence, corruption, and harm in the 
United States and abroad. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary 
to maintain economic pressure on signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Co-
lombia by blocking their property or inter-
ests in property that are in the United 
States or within the possession or control 
of United States persons and by depriving 
them of access to U.S. commercial and fi-
nancial markets. 

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BUSH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. An original was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this let-
ter. The notice is listed in Appendix D at 
the end of this volume. 

Remarks in Mason City, Iowa 
October 20, 2004 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
Thank you all for coming out to say hello. 
It is great to be in Mason City, Iowa. I 
appreciate the warm welcome. It’s the 
home of fine corn, fine people, and fine 
music.

I’m here to ask for your help. We’re 
less than 2 weeks away from voting time. 
And I’d like for you to get your friends 
and neighbors and remind them we have 
a duty in democracy to vote. And get them 

headed to the polls, and remind them, if 
they want a safer America and a stronger 
America and a better America, to put me 
and Dick Cheney back in office. 

My only regret is that Laura is not trav-
eling with me today. 

Audience members. Aw-w-w!
The President. That is generally the reac-

tion. [Laughter] ‘‘Why didn’t you send her, 
and you stay at home?’’ [Laughter] She was 
a public school librarian when I met her 
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